
English Curriculum Map - KS4 & KS5

A Level 

GCSE

A Level 
Exam

• Paper 1 –structure and content

• Analysis of structure (P1 qu3)

• Language analysis of short 
extracts (P1 qu2)

• Morality tales
• Socialism
• Dickens’ biography
• Christian allegory

• Paper 2 – Structure and content

• Language analysis (P2 qu3)

• Summary (P2 qu2)

• Memorising paired 
quotations

• TFSL analysis
• Comparative contexts

• Class divide
• Gender divide
• Marxism and 

communism
• Comparative contexts
• Context – World War 2

P1 qu4 –
Statement 
essays

• Thesis statement
• Essay planning
• Laureateship
• Linking quotes to 

theme/character

• Developing understanding of 
key extracts and whole text

• Tragic genre
• Context to technique (AO3 and 

AO2)

Macbeth
A Christmas Carol
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Poetry - Unseen Language skills

• Language and structural 
vocabulary

• Comparison skills
• Comparative quotations
• Unseen non-fiction
• Creative writing P1 qu4

• Writing to timing
• Question structure – command words

Linking quotes to 
theme/character

Spoken language 
endorsement

Drama -Tragedy
Prose – Two novels 
Compared theme
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Poetry from a 
chosen Era

Modern Poetry

• A Streetcar Named 
Desire

• Hamlet and 
Introduction to 
Criticism – AO5

• Tess of The D’Urbervilles
• A Thousand Splendid Suns
• Women in Society

• Create own thesis 
and research

• Any two novels 
compared

• 15 modern poems analysed for 
AO1 and AO2

• Compared in exam conditions to 
unseen text (AO4)

• A selection of poems from a chosen era –
comparing both language (AO2) and 
context AO3)

• Victorian poetry

Key Stage 4 follows the AQA specification and our approach further challenges students by 
co-teaching of the curricula of AQA GCSE English Language and AQA GCSE English 
Literature. The skills required for the exam papers (comprehension, analysis of language 
and structure, analytical and creative writing) are embedded through exploration of 
literature.

Each text has been selected from the prescribed list based on the cohort’s academic and 
pastoral make-up.  Through these texts, social issues, morality and empathy are further 
embedded, including detailed responses to Christian ideologies, with critical vocabulary 
introduced.
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Live Life •   In All Its  •    Fullness  •   John 10:10 

Poetry – Power and 
conflict


